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It started for Angus Mackenzie with a

bunch of.Jacal.éops crashing through his
front dooz. but it has turned into a holy
crusade against the government and its most

powerful.agencies, the CLA. FR! and Army.
In his more wkiﬁiéﬂgx;:omems. the

beardad, bespectacled Mackenzie can almost
see some humor in his David and Goliath
fight itk .the .government. *“I have this

dream of. wakigg up one morning and seeing -

~ a headline, ‘Hippie Beats CIA," " Angus says.

v

" But'then the glint comes back into his
eves and the 3l-vearold freelance writer
talks again of what he calls 2 secret war to
subvert the First Amendment to the Consti-
tution and to destroy the alternative pressia .
the United States. - - . .

That 15-year-old war already has been far
more successful than most Americans even
suspect, Mackenzie claims, and he insists it is
still going on.

“Nobody who has investigated this, the
(US. Senate) Church Committee, the few
journalists who have looked into it or any-
one else, savs that it has stopped,” he 'says.

*“The fact that the governmesht is destroy-
ing n2wspapers in this country is really
serious business and evervbody is turning
their head. The underground press is turn-
ing its head, the straight press 1s turning its’
head. Nobody is raising hell and saying this
has got to stop.”

Nobody, that is, except for Angus Mack-
enzie and maybe one or two others, __ ..

g PRSSERRRa.S .

s{ackenzie. who was born in New York

ity and has lived in San Francisco since be
was “Kicked out of Wisconstn™ several years
ago. at the memsent is the principal ina
major test caseyvhich could help“determine
how effective the nation's Freedom of In-
formation Act:JEOLV) really is and how far
the governmentean go In avoiding its provi-
sions. . '
The FOLA, passed in 1966, strengthened
in 1974 and nowathe target of increasing
attempts to weaken it, gives. pgople the right
to request, and receive, copies of. govern-
ment documents. including those about in-
vestigations invelving the individual.

Since it was passed, it has frequently
been used by journalists and ome;s o ex-
pose cases of government wrongdoing.

But Mackenzie says the law is being

against government
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Onie man’s lonely fight!
1S into a crusade
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! the door of the house in which he and his
.3’ brother, James, were living and putting out

, .including detectives hanging around out-

x| de says.

" ! raised his suspicions that the government
| was engaged in a secret war against the

% been able to obtain, Mackenzie says much of
% the antiunderground paper campaign was

% CHACS. - :

STAT

Secifically, the CIA is refusing to release |
documents Mackenzie claims would show a
systematic campaign to discredit and de-
siroy underground newspapers. \
. Asuitis pending in US. District Couit in
Washington, D.C, to force the CIA to relaase
- documents on dozens of underground news-.
. papers to Mackenzie. Last month, the CIA .
| agreed to release some of the information he-
" has requested but he says that doesn't go far
|

enough. .
Mackenzie’s first battle started in June,
1970, when Beloit, Wis., police kicked down

, an antiwar monthly called People’s Dread-
i naught. . e 0
The cops said they were looking for an’
. AWOL Army private (who was never found)
i and thoroughly searched the house, he said.
The raid and continued police harassment;:

——— -

side, led to lost revenue and the eventual
folding of the underground paper, Macken--

He eventuaily woa a federal suit which

ESEAL held that his constitutional rights nad been

abused. More imporiantly, that incident first

! alternative press.
Starting in 1967 with Ramparts Magazine, .

3 the war may have-affected 150 of the S00
! underground publications that served as the

wallposters of the anti-war and counter-’
culture movements in the late '60s and early |
Using government documents he has

carried on under the CIA’s Operation

CHAOS., set up to look into {oreign con-

& nections of domestic dissidents, grew out of

% the CLA's investigation of Ramparts, the San :

=% Francisco-based fountainhead of the rheto-
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ric of the Left in the late "60s. Ramparts at
the time was about to expose the CIA's use of ;

" the National Studeat Assoeiation, the then-
American Newspager Guild and some foun- *
- dations as conduits for CIA funding of secret |
programs. - :
‘From thére, it and other programs grew |
into a general campaign of general harass- :
ment," disinformation, planting agents on |
staffs and other tactics designed to limit the ;
effectiveness of the alternative papers, :
Mackenzie says. . o
One such later target was the Berkeley '
Barb, in its heyday one of the most influen- :;

tial voices of the New. Left. The Barb fell- | -

victim to something called Project Resist-
ance, another C1A operation that was found-
ed with a narrow objective — to protect CLA
recruiters on college campuses — but grew
like Topsy. -

CONTINUED -

stretched to the limit by the CIA and oth==
agencies to cover up government ab
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